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The Joint Venture Committee  

for Costa Rica 
 

Many of you are aware of the Joint 
Venture Committee model for the United 
Reformed Churches in doing mission work. 
Under this model, the work of missions falls 
directly under individual Church 
Consistories.  The Consistory appoints a 
committee called the Joint Venture 
Committee to oversee the work of a mission 
that is under their care. 

In that the individual Church is not to 
do this alone, there are various churches 
represented on any given Joint Venture 
Committee.  So on our Joint Venture 
Committee Costa Rica, Trinity URC, 
Cornerstone URC, and Thunder Bay URC are 
represented.  This makes it a little difficult 
for those churches that are not local to 
participate at the monthly meetings.  At our 
March meeting we took advantage of current 
technology and were able to include our 
brothers from Thunder Bay, Canada, by 
means of video conferencing. This will 
become a very valuable tool as we  
 

 
 

incorporate them in our decision making on  
a real time basis. 

Also at our March meeting we had a 
report by "Be Accountable."  This is the 
June and Dave Freswick team that went to 
Costa Rica to report on the accounting for 
the Tepeyac school building, school admini-
stration, and CUR.  They also were able to 
answer several questions the Committee had 
posed for them before they left for Costa 
Rica.  It was an extensive report, one well 
overdue.  Many good suggestions were made, 
particularly in methods and program use for 
accounting. It was a very good report 
regarding the work in Costa Rica.  Many of 
our questions were answered and it gave us a 
better understanding of the financial aspect 
and planning of what goes on behind all the 
work in Costa Rica.   

As many of you may also know we have 
a new missionary and his family working 
alongside Rev. Green and Aletha.  Nick 
Lamme has been called by the Trinity URC 
to be a missionary in Costa Rica. Originally 
Nick went to Costa Rica on a trial basis.   
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Having heeded the call to continue in 
mission work, he accepted the call from 
Trinity.  Nick comes from the OPC and will 
undergo a Classis examination in June so 
that he will be a pastor in the URC.  Nick 
currently is assisting the church of Cartago.  
He also helps Rev. Green in editing for CUR 
and teaches at the Tepeyac School. 

The building of the high school has 
continued.  It is a very slow process in that 
we can only go at the pace funding is 
available and work teams come down.  This 
year several groups have come down; this 
includes Bethany URC, Little Farms OPC, 
Thunder Bay URC, and Chino URC.  We have 
one more group scheduled in June. Working 
at this pace has many drawbacks, one being 
rules tend to change as new people get into 
government administration.  The school has 
to keep adjusting to the new requirements, 
thus adding cost to construction.  An 
example is the latest requirement to do an 
engineering hydraulic study.  This studies 
the flow of water over the property.  Cost is 
approximately $9,000.00. 

As you can see, we would like to see 
the pace of construction pick up.  To do this, 
funding is needed.  In that nearly all the 
funding comes through donations from the 
churches and individuals in North America, a 
subcommittee of the Joint Venture 
Committee is being organized thanks to Jeff 
Kortman.  This committee will seek 
donations from individuals belonging to 
churches familiar with the work in Costa 
Rica who will give on a regular basis.  Twenty 
individuals from 25 churches giving 5 dollars 
a week will generate $10,000.00 a month, a 
goal that will allow us to have construction 
crews on site year round. Please contact 
Jeff with your desire to help. 

 

We praise God that we can be a 
witness to the work that goes on in Costa 
Rica for the expansion of His Kingdom  
through the work of His people, whether it  

be preachers at the various churches, 
teachers at the school, those working for 
CUR and those working with their hands at 
the new school. 
 

Joint Venture Committee, Costa Rica 
Bethany URC, Wyoming, MI 

 

Bethel URC of Jenison reports on 

the Ministry of Rev. Steve McGee 
 

We wish to share with you the 
following letter, which was sent to those 
Churches and individuals who support us, 
from our Elders at Bethel United Reformed 
Church, Jenison, MI. 
 

“Dear Supporting Brethren,  

We want to thank you for your 
faithfulness both in prayers and financial 
support of Mission Trinidad.  We are writing 
to share some exciting news regarding 
Mission Trinidad and the work of Rev. Steve 
McGee.  We are happy to report the 
expansion of Rev. McGee’s ministry and 
Mission Trinidad to extend to the entire 
Caribbean and Latin American regions.  This 
will be accomplished through his appointment 
as President of Ministries In Action (MIA).   

Rev. McGee will assume the duties of  
Rev. Dr. Walford Thompson, who has served 
as the President of MIA for the past thirty 
years.  Dr. Thompson is seeking to retire and 
will continue to serve as Ambassador at 
Large for MIA.  We, as the elders and 
overseers of Rev. McGee and Mission 
Trinidad, have gone through a lengthy 
process of investigation and discussion  
 



Spring, 2009 3

before giving approval for Rev. McGee to 
proceed with this ministry expansion.  We 
formulated many questions for Rev. McGee to 
answer prior to his visit to Bethel URC for 
additional evaluation by Bethel’s Consistory 
here in Jenison.   

We would like to share with you some 
of the questions and answers that we 
wrestled with as a Consistory so that you 
may better understand the open doors that 
God has opened to Bethel URC and the URC 
at large. 
 

What is MIA and what is it about?  What 

is the relationship between MINTS, MIA, 

and Mission Trinidad? 

Ministries in Action (MIA) is a 501C 
Faith Mission Agency, founded initially in 
1961 by Rev. Terry Gyger (an ordained PCA 
minister and presently the Director of the 
International Church Planting effort of 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhattan, 
NY).   In 1977, E. Walford Thompson was 
asked to serve as the president of MIA, 
having served the organization as its 
Director in the Caribbean.  Dr. Thompson is 
an ordained minister in the PCA and serves as 
an Elder of Old Cutler Presbyterian Church in 
Miami, Florida, and is part of the co-founding 
team of Miami International Seminary 
(MINTS).  

MIA is governed by a twelve member 
Board of Directors; ten are members of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). 

Students work toward a Certificate or 
Diploma of Theology, or an Associate Degree 
in Christian Counseling taught by  

professors from Reformed Theological  

Seminary, Jackson, MS.  MIA is a co-founder 
of MINTS, together with Old Cutler 
Presbyterian Church (Miami, FL) and the  

 

Joint Venture Committee of Dr. Neal 
Hegeman of the URC.  Dr. Hegeman is the 
Dean of Students of MINTS and is a full 
time MIA missionary, supported by the URC, 
living in Miami, FL.  Rev. Allen Vander Pol, also 
a URC missionary, is the Academic Dean for 
MINTS residing in Cape Coral, FL, and Rev. 
Eric Pennings, a URC missionary, serves as 
Director for Central America for MINTS 
and resides in Toronto, Canada.  The goal of 
MIA is to reform the Church in the 
Caribbean and Latin America by providing 
sound theological education to servant / 
leaders of Christ’s Church, by using 
reputable reformed scholars as lecturers in 
their courses. 

The following information describes 
the tri-fold approach of MIA in reforming 
the Church: 
1.  Theological Education:  MINTS and Iona 
2.  Evangelism and Discipleship:  MIA 
        strategy for Church growth 
3.  Holistic Ministry:  Project Ebenezer 

Rev. McGee was on loan to MINTS as 
their Director for the English Speaking 
Caribbean.  All MINTS facilitators that he 
works with in the Caribbean, with the 
exception of Belize, are full time MIA 
missionaries.   

Mars Hill Institute of Biblical 
Theology in Trinidad is a MINTS study 
center.  The connection between MINTS, 
MIA and Mission Trinidad has already been 
established. 
 

Where will Rev. McGee be based? 

Rev. McGee and his family will be 
based in Miami, FL.  This is necessary for 
several reasons:   
1)  The offices and staff for MIA have been 
in Miami for over forty years due to Miami’s 
being the gateway to the Caribbean, Latin 
and South America. 
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2)  Rev. McGee will be traveling extensively 
to Jamaica, Haiti, Belize, Central America, 
the Bahamas, and the upper and lower 
Caribbean.  The location of Miami is essential 
to his traveling needs and will cut his 
traveling expenses in half.  

3)  Rev. McGee will continue to maintain the 
relationship with Rev. Gosyne and Covenant 
Reformed Evangelical Church in Trinidad, and 
Mars Hill Institute of Biblical Theology. 
(MINTS study center) Revs. Gosyne and 
McGee will continue their current radio 
broadcast.  This will be accomplished through 
pre-recorded messages and live broadcasts 
when Rev. McGee is in Trinidad. Rev. McGee 
will continue to serve as an elder at CREC and 
will continue to recruit professors to write 
and teach at Mars Hill Institute, as well as 
all the MINTS study centers in the 
Caribbean.  Mission Trinidad will benefit 
greatly from his involvement with MIA. MIA 
has a vast base from which to draw 
resources for ministry, i.e., work teams to 
build medical clinics, schools, churches, etc.  
Essentially, God has given Rev. McGee and 
Bethel URC the opportunity to multiply 
Mission Trinidad throughout the Caribbean 
and Latin America.  Mission Trinidad is a 
mirror of several MIA’s ministries (church 
planting, theological education and holistic 
ministry).  This opportunity with MIA 
affords us the ability to multiply and expand.  
Mission Trinidad will not be limited to the 
island of Trinidad but will be a portion of a 
greater whole.  We are convinced that God 
has opened this door!  Rev. McGee and the 
URC will have a wider audience in which to 
work out our calling as the body of Christ in 
order to fulfill the Great Commission.  Rev. 
McGee and his family moved to Trinidad in 
2003 to do missionary work in areas of  

 

theological education, evangelism, church 
planting and holistic ministry.  The same 
ministry God called him to do will continue, 
not only in Trinidad, but throughout the 
Caribbean and Latin America.  He will 
continue to train local pastors and future 
missionaries in all the above areas.  This truly 
is the realization of ‘the hope of a new 
reformation to sweep the Caribbean.’  Join 
with us in praise and thanksgiving to our 
God’s directing Rev. McGee, Bethel URC, and 
Mission Trinidad in reaching the Caribbean 
and Latin America.  

4)  Additional staffing in Trinidad will be 
provided with two additional missionaries 
with experience via Mexico:  Chuck and Dawn 
Newell and Dallas and Anna Lee Ward. 
 

Who will oversee Rev. McGee’s work and 

who will he be accountable to? 

The Elders of Bethel URC will continue 
to oversee his work with MIA.  His 
ministerial credentials will continue to be 
held at Bethel URC.  Rev. McGee will report 
to the Board of MIA and Bethel URC.  He will 
continue to report on a monthly basis to the 
Elders of Bethel and his report to the MIA 
Board will also be included in his monthly 
report. 
 

What responsibilities will Rev. McGee 

continue with regarding Mission Trinidad? 

What happens to his relationship with 

Pastor Ricky Gosyne and his involvement 

with his present church responsibilities? 

Rev. McGee will continue to teach at 
the MINTS study centers located 
throughout the English speaking Caribbean 
which includes the MINTS study center 
located in Trinidad.  He plans to be in 
Trinidad at least every other month to 
preach at Covenant Reformed Evangelical  
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Church (CREC) and visit with the 
missionaries and students working with CREC 
and Mars Hill.  The work in Trinidad will 
continue as it always has.  His involvement 
will be in overseeing the work and 
relationships with Bethel URC and other 
partners in ministry. 

God has accomplished great things 
without the outlays of large amounts of 
monies and that Mission Trinidad has always 
operated with a small balance of funds. The 
rate of expanding this work will depend 
largely upon funds made available.  We are so 
deeply thankful to the twenty churches and 
two individuals who have partnered with us in 
financial support for these past six years.  

To these supporters we humbly ask that they 
would consider an increase in their support, 
and to all other churches of URCNA we are 
asking you to partner with us financially to 
further the advance of this kingdom work. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 

The Elders, Bethel URC 

Marvin VandenBerg, Clerk” 
 

Should you desire more information please 
contact BETHEL URC; 2025 Baldwin Street, 
Jenison, MI 49428; 1.616.457.4001; 
bethelunitedurc@yahoo.com. 
 

The McGee family is so grateful to our 
supporters through prayers and finances. We 
ask that you bring us before the Throne of 
Grace at this time for the following: 
 

* To find affordable housing which will suit 
our needs in Miami. 
* Continued strength and health—physically, 
mentally and spiritually—in packing a 
household for moving. 
* An easy transition for all of us in leaving a 
foreign country and returning to the USA. 
* Steve’s transition of ministerial duties. 

* The new missionary couples (Chuck & Dawn 
Newell, Dallas & Anna Lee Ward, Rev. Jeff & 
Jaime Garrett) and their transition to the 
ministry in Trinidad. 
 

The McGee Family 

#10 Bayo Drive-Kolahal Road 

Charlieville-Chaguanas 

Trinidad West Indies 

Phone:  1.868.672.4250 

Cell:  1.868.396.3422 

Fax: same 

E-mail:  adannamcgee@yahoo.com 

coconutislands-coconutsteve@yahoo.com 

 

Excerpts from McGee magazine 
By Cal & Lynda Dykstra 

 

Thank you again for your thoughts and 
prayers during our recent medical mission 
trip to Trinidad.  Like last year, Cal did 
general medicine.  However, he also was able 
to function as a medical oncologist and 
facilitate the evaluation and treatment of a 
young woman with a brain tumor.  Hopefully, 
surgery will be occurring at Johns Hopkins in 
the near future.  With this surgery and with 
the Lord’s blessing, her life can be saved.  
Like last year, I did counseling but unlike last 
year, I had time both to do health education 
and to fit glasses.  What fun!  Psychologist 
turned optometrist!  This was only the first 
of several surprises.   

The next involved a medical clinic 
scheduled at a small school.  We were 
prepared to spend the day seeing children.  
When we arrived, all of the chairs were filled 
with adults!  Our plan was not God’s plan!  An 
additional surprise—or perhaps a miracle!—
was that immediately upon our arrival in 
Trinidad, I met a young woman from the area 
who is committed to developing a safe house 
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for women and children.  She shared the 
name of a local social worker who has the 
same goal.  These names were passed on to 
both the American missionary, Rev. Steve 
McGee and, and the national pastor, Ricky 
Gosyne. In Trinidad, the crime rate is very 
high (over 500 murders on this small island in 
2008).  It is unsafe for people to go out at 
night and socialize.  Life is extremely limited.  
In an effort to assist young people in 
meeting and worshiping with other youth, we 
discussed the possibility of the pastors 
meeting with the Trinidad Director of Youth 
for Christ in an effort to increase social 
interaction among Christian young people.   

Please pray that both the safe house 
and the networking with Youth for Christ will 
prove workable.  The church has been leasing 
space from a Muslim landlord. Recently he 
indicated that he did not want to rent to a 
Christian church.  Trinidad is primarily 
Muslim and Hindu—only 28% are Christian.  
After unsuccessfully searching for another 
location, Ricky Gosyne decided to add a room 
to his house as a worship location.  Until the 
room was finished, the new members’ class, 
Sunday School, and Worship Service were 
held in the carport at the McGee’s home.  It 
was awesome to see the gracious and loving 
spirit with which the McGee family so freely 
and willingly shared their home for the last 
six weeks. When the new location was ready, 
Cal and I were privileged to help with the 
move.  The worship area will seat about 60 
people.  The garage will be the Sunday School 
area.  We learned a great deal on this mission 
trip, but perhaps the most impacting was how 
much more complicated life is in a less 
developed culture.  The outdoor area is 
either muddy or dusty; water from the tap is 
unsuitable for drinking; because of crime,  

 

the windows are covered with bars and the 
drapes are drawn 24/7; ticks and mosquitoes 
carry disease; and the list goes on and on.  
We came away both extremely appreciative 
of the sacrifices that our missionaries make 
and more fully understanding the importance 
of their being emotionally as well as 
financially supported by those of us back in 
the States.  They treasure our loving cards, 
emails, and letters. We encourage you to 
remember the missionaries in your church.  
They serve the Lord under very challenging 
circumstances. 
  

SIX BAPTIZED at Covenant 

Reformed Evangelical Church 
 

The Covenant Reformed Evangelical 
Church had the privilege of welcoming six 
new members into our fellowship.  Deoraj 
Sankar, his wife, June and daughter, Katrina,  

Roxan Steeling, Sheana Graham and  

Stacy Bartholomew were administered the 
sacrament of holy baptism on the 7th of 
February. The Sankar family began coming to 
CREC after their children attended a VBS in 
Caroni last August.  Stacy came by way of 
the four hour radio broadcast of “Renewing 
Your Mind” with Dr. R.C. Sproul.  

MISSION TRINIDAD is a missionary 
work on the island of Trinidad, West Indies, 
and is a ministry of Bethel United Reformed 
Church, Jenison, MI.  This missionary work is 
supported by several URC churches and 
individuals in North America and Canada. 

Our purpose: to be faithful to the 
Great Commission.  This goal is accomplished 
in three specific areas of evangelism, 
reformed church planting, and education. 
Rev. McGee’s duties include teaching at  

MINTS Study Centers throughout the  

Caribbean, Latin America and Mars Hill 
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Institute of Biblical Theology, located in 
Central Trinidad; co-pastoring Covenant 
Reformed Evangelical Church, Chase Village, 
with Pastor Ricky Gosyne and hosting two 
radio broadcasts.  MARS HILL LIVE, a 
theological talk program is broadcast the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays from 6:15—6:45 PM on 99.5 
FM LIFE Radio.  A four hour night broadcast 
(12:00—4:00 AM) the 2nd Tuesday morning 
of every month is heard on 98.1 FM ISAAC 
radio and features the teaching ministries of  

Dr. R.C. Sproul (“Renewing Your Mind”),  

Dr. Ravi Zacharias (“Let My People Think”) 
and “The White Horse Inn” (Dr. Michael 
Horton, Rod Rosenbladt, Kim Riddlebarger 
and Ken Jones).  Both programs give listeners 
the opportunity to call in with their questions 
or comments on the topic of that program.  
For more information about Mission Trinidad, 
contact BETHEL URC; 2025 Baldwin Street, 
Jenison, MI 49428; 1.616.457.4001; 
bethelunitedurc@yahoo.com. 

 

Covenant URC 

Fresno, CA, Update 

Door Hangers 

We mentioned in our last newsletter 
that Chino was kind enough to print off 500 
door hangers.  On February 7, 2009, 
members from our congregation met at 
church.  We had a map of some areas in 
Fresno to figure out how to divide up, and 
where to go.  We got our game plan together, 
and went our separate ways.  I am happy to 
say that we had a good representation from 
our church. We also had a visitor who stays 
in contact with the pastor join us that day to 
hand out these door hangers.  After we were 
finished with the door hangers, we met back 

  

at Elder Kok’s house for some good 
hamburgers, and a great variety of food.  It 
was nice to join together for this fellowship. 
 

Why I’m Not an Atheist Update 

On April 3, 2009, we held a community 
based conference with the desire to let the 
community know of our presence.  In order to 
get the word out, we advertised in the 
Fresno Bee (largest circulated Fresno area 
paper), and we also put ads in the Fresno 
State paper as well as Fresno Community 
College.  Pastor put together a You-tube ad 
that was placed on the front page of our web 
page. We tried to advertise at Starbucks, 
but they have a policy that they will not hang 
things that deal with politics or religion in 
their stores.  We did, however, hang the 
fliers that one of our members designed 
wherever we found a place in the community 
to hang them.  I am happy to say that we had 
two members from the community visit the 
church.   

Our time of refreshments after the 
two lectures proved beneficial as we had a 
chance to talk with the visitors and get to 
know them better.  Please pray that the Lord 
would use this as a way for the community to 
know about our church. 

Good Friday Service and Easter Potluck 

This year was the first year that we 
had a Good Friday service.  It was nice to 
meet together in our office space without 
having to get things cleared with the city to 
make sure that a janitor would be willing to 
open the facility.  We had a good 
representation from the congregation.  I am 
also very happy to say that a person who 
visited our church from time to time came to 
the service.  It was great to touch base once 
again with her.  On Easter, our church usually  
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has some sort of potluck or get together for 
the stragglers. There are many people in our 
church who do not have family in the area, so 
we try to make sure that everyone can have a 
place to go.  This year, we stacked up the 
chairs, set up tables, and put the food on the 
tables.  It was hard to preach with all the 
crock pots around the building with delicious 
smelling food.  It was a great time of 
fellowship. 

Community Catechism 

If you have been following the 
newsletters throughout last year, you might 
remember that I wanted to get some sort of 
community Bible study started.  I passed out 
invitations to the offices in our complex and 
this never manifested into anything  

substantive.  I did receive a note delivered 
through our mail slot that showed some 
interest, but that never developed into 
anything after I followed up with it.   

A few months ago the guys were 
talking about starting such a study, and we 
were trying to get people together, but it 
never manifested into anything.  Through all 
this, I learned something about the 
sovereignty of God.  All our attempts to get 
this going ended up with frustration and 
roadblocks hampering the progress.  Well, a 
few weeks ago a gentleman in the community 
sent me an e-mail.  I e-mailed him back, and 
asked if we could chat on the phone.  He e-
mailed me his number, and we talked for a 
little while over the phone, and then set up a 
time to meet for a late breakfast.  Long 
story short, he wanted to learn more about 
the Reformed faith.  So, I asked him if he 
would be interested in working through the 
Heidelberg Catechism the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month over lunch.   

 

He liked this timeframe, and told some of his 
friends about this study.  Lord willing, we will 
have roughly five men meeting together at 
one of my favorite burrito shops discussing 
Reformed theology.  Does life get any better 
than that?  Seriously, please pray that the 
Lord uses this to bless our church. 
 

Please remember us: 

I want to once again thank the 
churches for their generosity.  Please pray: 
• That the Lord would bring us families who 
seek to actively support the work.  
• That the Lord would continue to provide for 
us financially.  We do have another individual 
who has been laid off of work.  
• That the Lord would grant us wisdom to 
discern which doors are opened and which 
doors are closed.  
• That the Lord would grant us patience as 
we wait on Him. 
Thank you again for your support and 
remembering us in your prayers. 
N E W S L  
Contact Information 
http://fresnourc.com 
Pastor Paul Lindemulder 
(559 276-7382 
phlinde@gmail.com 
 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY  

REFORMED BIBLE STUDY 
A ministry of Oceanside United  

Reformed Church  
by Rev. Jonathan Moersch 

 

As far as I can remember, I’ve always 
believed in Jesus.  I was raised in a Christian 
home, attending Calvary Chapel with my 
family until early adulthood.  As I continued 
to read and study Scripture, however, I  
became more and more convinced that  
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Reformed theology was indeed the most 
faithful expression of the Gospel message.  
After earning a BA in history at Cal State in 
Swan Marcos, I attended Westminster 
Seminary California where I studied under 
such men as Robert Godfrey, Michael Horton, 
and David Van Drunen.  I now have a Masters 
in Divinity, but more importantly, I feel 
properly equipped to serve the Church of 
Christ.  I have a wonderful wife of almost 10 
years, Kristin, and we have two boys who give 
us much joy.  

To the north of where I live in 
Southern California, there are approximately 
60 miles between my local church (Oceanside 
URC) and our sister congregation, Christ 
Reformed in Anaheim, in a county of over 3 
million people!  Even if one factors in other 
NAPARC churches in the Orange County 
area, he will find that they are few and far 
between.  It is for this reason that the 
consistory of the Oceanside URC is convinced 
that there should be another URC in the 
south Orange County region (i.e., San 
Clemente, Dana Point, & San Juan 
Capistrano). As a charter member of my 
congregation and a graduate from 
Westminster Seminary California, I was 
recently ordained as an associate pastor by 
Oceanside URC.  One of the tasks given to 
me as a new pastor was to inquire whether 
there are any people living in south Orange 
County who would be interested in attending 
a Bible study in the hopes that it may turn 
into a URC church plant.  As of now, I have 
had a handful of families that have 
expressed interest and I hope that we can 
start a Bible study soon.   

While I was in seminary, I began 
working in a local family restaurant and that 
continues to pay the bills.  Having grown up in 

  

north San Diego County (a 30-minute drive to 
the south), my family and I are established 
and we do not require any financial support 
(at this time).  The beauty of working in a 
“tent-making” capacity is that we can take 
our time and see how things develop without 
having to make large financial commitments. 
We continue to hope and pray that the Lord 
will continue to add to His church and that if 
it be His will, another URC may be 
established in south Orange County.  
 

God bless, Jonathan Moersch 
For more information visit: 
http://southocreformed.blogspot.com/ 
e-mail:  jonathanmoersch@yahoo.com 
website: 
http://southocreformed.blogspot.com/ 
 

NEW URC MISSIONARY 

IN MEXICO 
 

Rev. Richard Bout has been called and 
sent to Mexico by the Hope Reformed 
Church (URC) of Toronto, following is a 
letter from Rev. Bout.  
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
 

How does one plant a church in a 
foreign culture and country?  We know from  
I Corinthians 1 that God has chosen “the 
foolishness of preaching” to call men to 
Himself.   We know that Romans 10 explains 
that “faith comes by hearing and hearing by 
the Word of God.”   In our work in Mexico, it 
has been exciting to see the reality of this 
truth take place before our eyes.  Having 
finished seminary and desiring to serve the 
Lord on the mission field, we were called by 
Hope Reformed Church of Toronto to labor in 
Eternal Life Mission in Tepic, Nayarit.  This 
work was begun by Messiah’s Independent  
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Reformed Church of Holland, Michigan.  We 
joined Rev. Harry Bout in a church-planting 
work there.   

In the beginning, the task seemed 
overwhelming. There were both cultural and 
language barriers.  Mexico’s culture is deeply 
rooted in Catholicism and pagan superstition.  
The willful ignorance of spiritual things and 
the trusting in an empty tradition to save are 
extremely difficult walls to break through.   
Would they listen to a stranger, a foreigner, 
someone who can barely speak their 
language?  Would God choose to pierce 
through the thick darkness of sin?  By the 
grace of God, with time we were able to see 
God opening doors for us to minister, person 
by person.  We began with teams from 
Canada and the States assisting us in tract-
distribution and children’s programs.  
Contacts were made; children’s clubs were 
established; home-Bible studies were 
started.  We were invited into the state 
university to give English-conversation 
classes.  We clearly began to see the Spirit 
of God begin to work in people’s lives as they 
heard the message of the gospel: 

Maria Guadalupe Esmerio was the first 
convert.  She listened to the Scripture song:  
”Only in Christ is there salvation.”  She heard 
the preaching, “I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life.”  Her husband Alfredo is now also a 
believer, and they are members with their 
two daughters. Martin Castillo and his 
mother Adela came to the mission out of a 
sect.  He responded to a newspaper ad for 
ESL.  He came to one English class, but has 
rarely missed a Bible study or worship 
service since.  His wife Marta was converted 
under the preaching of the Word as well.  
They have faithfully attended the mission 
with their 3 children for 6 years.  Martin’s 

  

walk with the Lord is evident to all, and he 
will be soon installed as an elder in the 
church.  Don Jose saw our sign on the street, 
as did Paco Rentería’s mother.  Lizeth came 
through the insistent invitation of her 
grandmother who found us through a relative 
who attended the university English 
conversation workshops that we host.  Maria 
de Jesus is a relative of Martin Castillo, and 
came after attending his weekly in-home 
Bible study.  All these have publicly 
professed their faith and are serving in the 
church.  Numerous others also attend our 
Bible studies and worship services.  Our once 
empty chairs now are filled with up to 50 
people on Sunday mornings.  And all have a 
story.  All are living with consequences for 
sinful life patterns.  We are a motley crew 
indeed.  And yet, it is exciting to see living 
proof of the truth of the gospel, “. . . but 
where sin increased, grace abounded all the 
more. . .” 

How does one plant a church?  There 
are many ways.  But perhaps it starts with 
this realization:  ”So then neither he who 
plants is anything, nor he who waters, but 
God who gives the increase.”  A faithful 
missionary, who brings the Word as a humble 
servant and relies on the Lord to change the 
heart, may very well be privileged to see the 
Lord’s harvest of souls.  Please pray that God 
would continue to work His work of grace in 
Tepic.  For more information on Eternal Life 
Mission please visit our website:  
www.eternallifemission.net 

Your co-workers in Christ, 

Richard and Angela Bout 
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